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Ms. Retha Dixon, Docket Manager October 22,̂ 008
Office of General Counsel s 5?
Federal Elections Commission R
999 E Street, N.W. £
Washington, DC 20463 -J
Ph. 202-694-1650

Dear Ms. Dixon: MUR# fl9f.M j5

This is in response to your letter of October 15,
2008, and the enclosed "Filing a Complaint" brochure.
Thank you for the guidance. This letter is my refined
complaint. Unfortunately, your letter carried two
errors which might impact your complaint-timing sched-
ule. My letter was dated October 12, 2008, not October
7, 2008. Accordingly, .1 presume it arrived in your •
office sometime after'October 12th, not on October 7th.

REFINED COMPLAINT . ' . .
In brief.* The WOSU Public Media and the Columbus

Metropolitan Club, -neither of which is registered with
the Federal Elections Commission (FEC) as a political
action committee (PAG), have co'sponsbred a'public forum
for candidates in the* 15th Congressional District of
Ohio. These two institutions knowingly excluded Mark
Noble, one of the four on-the-ballot candidates from
the event. Thus, they functioned as political action
groups. Mark Michael Noble, Libertarian Party of Ohio,
is listed on the Franklin County Board of Elections web
site as a qualified candidate -in the' 15th Congressional
District. The URL of ..the Board of Elections is:
www .Vote. FranklinCountyOhio. gov.

In detail: Reference is made to my letter of Octo-
ber 12, 2008 and an attached letter of October 8, 2008
letter from WOSU. The October 12, 2008 letter was my
first attempt at filing a complaint with the Federal
Elections Commission (FEC). The stated opinions and
reported facts in that letter are still valid.

ATTACHMENT A is one copy of my October 12, 2008
letter for background information. ATTACHMENT A has a
copy of the WOSU policy guideline.
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ATTACHMENT B is a printout of a 2008-10-17 posting
on the WOSU web site. The posting is titled "15th
Congressional District candidates debate economy,
negative ads1*. This printout shows that the candidate
debate did take place, and that candidate Mark Noble
was not present. This happened in spite of a request
from Mark Noble and a "heads up" letter (10/12/08) from
the undersigned to the cosponsors. (During a prior

K telephone conversation with Mr. Noble, he mentioned
in that he tried to obtain an invitation to join the TV
*~* debate.) At the bottom of the printout the cosponsors
2 of the debate are listed as the Columbus Metropolitan
^ Club and WOSU.
î
*r A possible contact for information concerning the
Q Columbus Metropolitan Club is:
^ Ms. Jane Scott

Columbus Metropolitan Club
100 East Broad St.
Columbus, OH 43215
Ph. 614-464-3220.

A possible contact for information concerning the
WOSU Pubic Media is:

Mr. Tom Rieland
WOSU Pubic Media
2400 Olentangy River Road
Columbus, OH 43210-1027
Ph. 614-292-9678

ATTACHMENT C gives contact information for the four
candidates in the 15th Ohio Congressional District.

ATTACHMENT D is a copy of Page 3 of the Voter
Information Bulletin (VIB) put out by the League of
Women Voters of Metropolitan Columbus for the November
2008 election. All four 15th Ohio Congressional
District candidates are treated equally. The full VIB
may be seen on web site www.lwveols.org. The local
League of Women voters chapter is a trusted source for
political-neutral voter information. The League does
not operate like a PAC.
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Specific Complaint #1
Recent events have shown that the actions of the

cosponsors of the WOSU-TV program that was aired on
Thursday, October 16th at 8:00 pm did give preferential
exposure to three of the four candidates running for
the House of Representatives in the 15th Congressional
District. Whatever vote-receiving advantage the three
candidates had over Mark Noble, it was undoubtedly

w enhanced by the TV debate because undecided voters did
in not learn of Mark Noble's candidacy. A search of the
-i FEC web site showed that neither cosponsor is
& registered as a PAC. I believe they should be required
w to do so and then be expected to file the required
^ forms with the FEC.

Q Specific Complaint ft2
01 It is my understanding that candidates who receive
™ independent campaign help from outside groups should

list that help on their campaign finance forms. If so,
the finance forms from the three "debating" candidates
should reflect the help they received from the
cosponsors. Contact information for the candidates is
provided in ATTACHMENT C that the FEC may double-check
their expense reports. -

/^V^/fcfU4*^! ~r~-V j
^ \ \ i^ j •*> ~l D*

Sincerely, Me

Bill Buckel

Columbus, OH 43212

Attached:
A. One copy of complainant's October 12, 2008 letter
B. Printout from the WOSU web site.
C. Contact information for candidates.
D. Voter Information Bulletin.

Enc.: Three copies of this communication
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Office of General Counsel October 12, 2008
Federal Elections Commission
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Sir:

0, This is a complaint against an election-related
in policy adopted by Mr. Tom Rieland, General Manager of
r-i the WOSU Public Media Corporation. WOSU-TV is located
0 on Channel 34 in the Colunibus, Ohio area. This
JJJ complaint is prompted by the fact that Mr. Mark Noble,
.̂ one of four on-ballot candidates for the office of

*r Representative in the 15th Congressional District, is
CD being excluded from participating in a debate (or
01 interview) along with the other three candidates. The
^ TV program is to be aired on Thursday, October 16th at

8:00 pm.

A copy of the policy in dispute is contained in an
enclosed letter sent from Paula J. May to Bill Buckel
dated October 8, 2008. Contact information is given on
the enclosed copy of Ms. May's letter. My counter-
points to the stated policy follow.

Counterpoints
• This complainant is a registered voter in Franklin
County, Ohio where the WOSU Public Media Corporation is
located. As a voter, I typically vote for (or against)
a candidate based on the person's position on issues of
interest to me. How many other citizens "support" a.
candidate is seldom a significant factor in my deciding
the ballot I cast. The WOSU policy is designed to
deprive me (and other issue-oriented voters) of
critical decision-making information. It is a form of
election rigging. Thus, the policy is .essentially an
attack on my free-speech rights as a listener.

• At both the State and Federal level my taxes support
elected legislators who's job it is to decide what a
citizen must do to qualify as a candidate for an elec-
tive public office. This responsibility has not been
delegated to managers of corporations.
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• However, if the officers of a corporation wish to
promote the exposure of selected candidates, these
officers have the same rights as any other citizen to
create an organization that is registered as a
"political action committee". Or, the corporate
officers could lobby legislators to change the laws
governing the qualification to becoming a candidate for
elective office.

10 • The press has a public trust, not a legal require-
H ment, to promote pre-election dialog on issues of the
o day. Some civic organizations. Common Cause for
J* example, devote resources to reducing the influence of
<-f "special-interest money".in the election process. With
*r enough money, any candidate can buy the debate require-
0 ments of the WOSU policy. I donate annually to WOSU
01 because it provides a useful public service and good
™ entertainment. The downside of the WOSU policy is:

(a) it reduces the diversity of the ideas injected into
the pre-election dialog, (b) it reinforces the
influence of special-interest money in public
elections, and (c) it does not provide a useful public
service.

Sincerely,

Bill Buckel

Columbus, OH 43212

Enc. Copy of October 8, 2008 letter
Three copies of this communication

cc: Tom Rieland/Paula Nay - WOSU
15th Congressional candidates
Columbus Metropolitan Club
Common Cause - Ohio
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ATTACHHBNT

Contact Information for the
15th Ohio Congressional District candidates
November election - 2008

Don Eckhart
fM 6445 Johnson Road
CO Galloway, OH 43119
H Ph. 614-878-5416
O
LSI Nary Jo Kilroy
<N 3100 Midgard Road
** Columbus, OH 43202
T Ph. 614-263-5663
O
01 Mark Noble
™ 723 Springs Drive

Columbus, OH 43214
Ph. 614-893-6275

Steve Stivers
372 W. Second Ave.
Columbus, OH 43201
Ph. 614-294-5565
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16 Summit St., Columbus. 43215
mall: mailflNb»uisim200llAmi
ftbslie; www.Riibin«in2nolLciiin
dotation: Hh.l).. Thenkigy ft
sychnli^iy. I'Jixiry University: MA.
jhkdfiTheoliigiciil Seminary:
A. HIVUM Accounting, Ohio State
inivenrity
fecupatioau Vice PmddaN. Marty
nlerprises, a lucal family-uwned
unufaciuringfirm
(nllncntwM for Office: I im a
jccessful «nall businessman and an
ntreprencur. I have the eiperwnce,
v inMiali we, and the desire to refbmi
whusiness of government.
Mtol: We need in set an
rfOmusfnal of achieving complete

r independence by 2030. Wit
tour energy product km

t the market for consumers,
? sufficient funding for

MijaMrVe energy sources to achieve
cajjjofoML V* must raise vehicle
lUaage standards today, and fully
uno efforts to find the InnovatkMu
mttold lomHoiufbr tomorrow. •
ogfcpare ourselves, we need an
dialed workforce, one that k skflM
• adcnce, technology, engineering
nd mathematics, one that b ready to
cccpt the challenges of a clean-energy

i ft Ohio hit tost lotMxn
namifocairing jobs thto decide. We
awe a proud history of manufacturing
n this state, and I believe that instead
linrisftioning Into different areas,
«c must embrace that tradition.
Ve can become the leaden of next-
jurat ion manufacturing, but there
resttpswe must take to act there. We
Ned a substantial investment In our
tatlitiial Infrastructure, especially our
nods, rail*, and ports. Additnoaltr.
«e must renegotiate our trade pacta so
hat MB can prated American Jobs and
chkve fair trade, not just free trade.
inaHy, we must reduce barriers to
mall businesses by cutting red tape.

4UO Mahogany Drive, Galena. 43021
Inulfa ben-luntegCpattibeiicom

!*KMtoKTheOhin State University.
IA
kenpotlon: U5. Representative, 12th
Vrngrcsmnal District
InnllfkaUonafbrOflkai I haws
vnwenrecurd of working to solve
m«lenu lor Central OUnua, I will
nntimie to work to keep laaea low and
ein in cxcmnsvemmcM spending
•no* male, making our anvemmcnt
narexciwrnablelocniistitiienu.
"«*i 1:1 would like to see us
•nMourcncfgyproNenima
•lanced manner, im as broad of a
VuMasppaaffjb. Ibdiewinan'all
n*the above' approach, including ,
ncreasingnurdomeMk energy ^
vnductKn and energy effkkucy.
Ve must end the current bans nn
tpWation fivnil and natural gas.
** must work n develnp renewable
•nergy including radar, wind, auhr

and hiuluek I haw vmvd to do lh»
and fi* energy elfkimcy mcacurcs.
such as increasing aulimiohile fud
efficiency standards. There is nn
•sihvr bullet* wlutinn -'all uflhe
above' is the right approach.
ONSWM 1: It is essential thai we keep
lam km and rriii in ncesi spending,
'Itiesc actuMs will help create a pro-
gnmrih environment where businessc*
rfall types, including (he small
busiiMOKi and entrepreneurs, can
thrive. WeshwiUalwsliiipUfyihe
lax axle so it better reflects our values
and restores fairness to all harnesses.
These steps will makthdp to grow our
economy by making our businesses
mure competitive at hume and ahnod.

2721 Christine Blvd.. Columbus, 41231

Webnte: www.Uimabary.us
Bdocationi Walnut Ridge High
School: lAitanfey of Kentucky
Occupy Pn^fapmnttth*
with Resource International
Qualllcatlanja fhr Offkct Community
activist who helped Mart St. Johns
Conununky Kitchen, Friends of
the Hnmrif • ttriter and the Ark
Hoose, a community home for the
omiopmentslly dueled: former
hoard member of the Community
Family Health Outer (included the
Free Gink)
QMapjan' 1*1 say that the ranancc on
the government to devise a policy U
a falhcy. I would advocate that the
free market take can of that The
government shouldn i be directing

they are bound and determined to
always misdirect money to political
cronies. The government ends up
wbsidiiing things like the com
industry to develop dhanol and II
runu out that it^ not economically
feasible. So, my answer is to let the

make the decision, let pricea make
tlietiecisiort. Thatis completely
different than the burcaucratk and
crony ism approach.
QBMtfM ft I believe in lower
tsves, constkullonslly limited
government, ptrnmal rtcedom and
a belief in sound money. I. TUBE
Reduce the tax burden and eliminate

savings. 2. Spending: Eliminate
wasteful •pending. Reduce overseas
commitments. Pra
non-eotillement spending at ovrcnl
levels. 3. Monetary Policy: Expand
openness al the Federal Reserve
and require UK Fed to televise
its meetings. Return vakw to our
money by adopting a gold standard.
4. Rcpihvtnry Reform: Repeal
regulations thai push companies to
seek capital outride of US markets.
Step restricting communfcy banks
from fostering local economic growth.

iiraMitwci
fnanjbr M more IMM one)

Email:
Website- www.kilniyrorcongreiis.cam
Eslocalloa: (jcveland Stale University,
IM;lnnSUMUnivendly,||}
Occupation Franklin l4«nty
(JmimHshmcr
QualMkntlons for OBce: I have
«rwd the people of Franklin (Uwnly
for nearly 16 yean, first u a (inkirnbus
City School Board member, and then
as a Franklin County Ommbskmer.
where I have served since 2001.1 have
a proven IBCMQ of (iiver word Hfflil)
Oavalml 1: Firsi, I think we need to
drill more. OH companies already hukl
leases on 6H million acres of federal
land and should UK these leases or lose
them. But, we also need bidd action
to solve the energy crisis. Uke selling
a goal that by 2020 every automobile
built in America will use alternative
fuel and investing In the electric grid
to harness the power of the sun and
wind. Ive can use tax credits to help

green.* It is only through innovation
and conservation that we will solve
our energy crisis.
fMafeM Is We need to invest in
America, hxim rebuilding roads,
bridges and nil, to new industries like
solar pawls, wind turbines, fud cells
and biomass. We need to invest m our
research minorities. We need a tax
poncy that encourages companifs to
stay here instead of rewarding those
who move onshore. We need a world
ckus education system and assistance
»lMipp«ytw college tuition,
investing in America's greatest asset,

ink. ATTACHMENT D
In* , . .. „
credit and creating puhlk-privale

372 W Second Avenue, Cokirabus,
43201

WcbeloNwwwjtivers4congRsacom
MBA from The Onto State

rnMT1ie
Ohio Stale Unhcrrily (1919)
OccoparJaau Ohio State Senator, 16th
Dhtrkt

as State Senator for 16lh District
since 2003; 10 years private sector
experience. 23 years in Ohio Army
National Guard, current rank of

•jurrjoi
3100-Mfdgard M, Columbus, 43202

l;lWrdeatedaplanthat
would provide not only ahort term
energy aokallons. but also offer long
term energy Independence. I have
called for increased donwstkdrining,
and itting the prate from the sak
of the mineral rights to fund a S100

energy rvanreh. The sak of mineral
rights would pravide the revenoe In
payfortfcJsmvestincntwithautnidng
taxes, Abo, 1 have called for nMng the
MPC«andafdstoraHautonnbiks,
clositiglbe'rwflgnnarketsloacJiok/
to punisli speculators, and creating a
national gss rbrrnuhrion staodard to
Mdncc strains on refining capacity.

improving the economy is the lop
Issue for voters Ihk year. My plan

GovernnMnttonMkeilmoReffkient,
and renaring our Innsportatioo

WtwkluiXc I JEVfkipnunl pnivuiu
to leach workcn the skill they need
in our current economy; Enhancing
Winker Security by providing lax cuts,
iiffcring incentives to middle-class
families far savings, and providing for
heahh insurance between jobs: and
Creating Energy Independence to end
our dependence Mfarei|n oil and
develop dean. itnewaMe energies.

6445 Johnson ffaJ,(Mlnway.43H9
Email: eckhartfofcongresst)yanito.
cum
Webdtc: Rckhar tFoiCongrcflLurg
Education; Manert degree- PubUc
Administration: FLA- Economics.
Polilkal Science.
OccupaHon; Coordinated fiscal
aitaiysbbrUwOtoLtguialure;
naUonal Legisbtte Staff Achievement
Award: Instructor- Budgeting. Polky
AjiarfsU.rltbics and Integrity.
O^allfatiw for OnVft Honest.
anah/tkaL concerned about people.
1 believe govcrnmcnl abouU not be

favors and receive lobbyists* campaign

l It America m
Independent offardgnoiLThUb

oational security Issue. Achieving
CMnjy iadependcnce dtonld draw on
the nations best adentlflc research
for don energy technologies. Energy
policy should utilize the free market,
with safeguards against pollution and
political payoffs. Environmentally
sstedrillingcoald be expanded.
We abouU use available resources
sensibly. Coal Is one of America's most
abundant resources, and advances
have ben made in nuclear technology.
OmservatkmaiidrecvcUHihoiildbe
practiced. Akemalrve energy sources,
such as wiri aiid aita shank) be
encourgaed. I drive a hybrid and see
potential indectric cars.

we must fix our broken political
system. Congress is floundering.
Sadly, government has became "of
tfckibbyii*Dyuwpc4iticiani.tor
«•— ^_— ,„• * _^^^^^ ̂ ^^ —,1 ,̂-,—INC iiwiiey. Loovymi give pomnaw
campahm fontributionii politicians
return fsvon at our expense. I
will bring 30 years of budgeting •
experience to Congress to babnce
(Jwfedcrdbiid^t without raising
taxes. To reverse our trade deficit,

to have couivaknt product ojuaHy
and eoviormental amndank High-

Jobs, i for
American families. Such greed shoold
have noplace in America.

723 Sprinp Dr. (lokunbus. 43214
alk infoavvotetoraablejcam

Wchallet htlp^//www.*uteSiinobk.
com
Education: BS in Electrical and


